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AThe sky may be c¢cloudy at night, so watch dpbring

So said our intrepid astrophotographer, Christopher Hill, who was determined not to let cloudy
skies prevent him from enjoying his passion for photographing everything astronomical. It is no
surprise that when he spotted this amazing spectacle, his camera was ready.

Christopher has often said that the only way to be sure of getting great photos, is to take a
camera everywhere you go.

The best way to photograph a halo is to place the sun behind a convenient foreground object, as
in the top picture. That helps, the camera to meter the sky rather than the blazing light of the
unobstructed sunébés disc. The picture on thg | owe
photo on the right. He used a free program fiHal os
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Greetings from down -under! it not been assembled yet), batdiready got two small
radio telescopes which some of the students are attempting
to link together to build a simple interferometer. There are
several optical telescopes which the group also owns, so
therds plenty of kit for the Astronomy Club to play with.
The only downside is that@eein a city. The sky heredisn
actually that bad, for a city, but on campus we have the WA
hockey stadium with the associated enormous numbers of
floodlights...
A month or two ago | visited Perth Observatory up in the
hills several miles from the centre of the city. In the early
days, the Observatory was on a hill next to wheré&King
Park is today, right next to the centre of the city today.
When | went to find the building | discovered that it no

o . ~ longer houses a telescope, but is now the headquarters for
I&e been here in Perth several months now,&@mdeen _
he local branch of the national trust. In the 1960s the

pretty busy. As you might knodm Ihere because of a job: ) . )
~ . . . Observatory moved out of the city to the hills. At the time
I&n employed by Curtin University of Technology as a

. . ) Ithe new site was a long way from the lights and was an ideal
researcher in the recently created Curtin Institute of Iadl?_ si h Perth h i qt | (th
cation, Since then, Perth has continued to sprawl (ther
Astronomy (ClI RA). My Ofc%ICIa| o'b t|t_F_e IS 8%o§st_goct
, . . seems fo be an aversjon for bundlnegs over one story high
Fell ow6 which just means | 0 esearc nNo,teac

ma il n r
. . L tside of the city centre) and light pollution is once again a
yet, thankfully). CIRA is quite a new institute, Ieé)_%y y 3/ gntp g

. big issue for the Observatory. Due to lack of funding,
Professors Steven Tingay and Peter Hall. Both haveg an . Y i g
. . . . _fhowever, they are struggling to keep operating, never mind
impressive career so far and are leading the scientific and ) .
. . . move further out again. They have a small visitor centre
engineering parts of the group respectively. The group is, . A .
: L caontaining many historical exhibits and some of the staff
both carrying out scientific research and developin )
ours around the telescopes. Several times a month they

. . . run
instrumentation and software for the Square Kilometre i , , ,

run public observing evenings, and there is plenty to see.
Research also goes on at the Observatory with many

Array and its demonstrator telescopes.
One current project with which several members of the . -
researchers based there using not only the Obsdsvatory

group are involved is the Murchison Widefield Arrzf\é/
i . lelescopes, but telescopes around the planet.
(MWA). More about this, and ASKAP, the Australian Qi.KQ.‘

Pathfinder, another time. N
My job is researching compact objects in nearby starl
(i f that s o s lnedassedtpaettyiclose to ithe
research | was doing at Jodrell, ségaquossibly heard m
ramble on about it at workshops over the last few year:
developing ways to do wifield imaging, something whic
current radio interferometers are not very good at, bu
be a big issue for the Square Kilometre Array wh
eventually comes along.

The group consists of quite a few other postdocs, §
lecturers and several PhD students. We are attached
Department of Imaging and Applied Physics but i
different building as there wéistoom for all of us in the

. - . acIT to Curtin: there is a huge amount of outreach stuff
current physics building. The campus is very green and Sélf

contained, so it feels very different to Mancheas(%ienrg on here which is something that | am passionate
University about (as you might have realised by now). There were

schools all over campus for National Science Week, and lots
The group has a bunch of telescopes up on a roof terfrace X . he city. E théslopin d
over one of the | edcetcukrée V\‘lQ| hq\é?gstgrqg%%soeriarounfj ﬁ ? Cslty' ngns tsr %en ay

e . . c%m{nded with National Science Week, and the stars of the
a proper dome on it fairly soon (the bits have arrived, bu






